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Before We Worship

If you would like to know more about this week’s bulletin graphic visit: www.fullofeyes.com/.
You will see more of this organization’s artwork in the future.

Here is a QR code for quick access.
Prelude
Belva Hanson, Organist

Welcome
Pastor Jake Parsons

Announcements

Would you like to read Scripture during worship? Please contact Pastor Jake to become a regular
reader.
+++
Opening Hymn
912 Christ Is Our Cornerstone

Text: Lati n, c. 8t h cent.; t r. John Cha ndle r, 18 06–7 6, alt.
Tune: John Da rwall, 1 731 –89
Text and tune: Pu bli c domain

Stand

Versicles

LSB 235

2

+Psalmody+

Venite

LSB 236

3

Psalm 100 (Read Responsively)

P

1Make

a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!
the LORD with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!
2Serve

C

3Know

P

4Enter

C

5For

that the LORD, he is God!
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!
the LORD is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

Sit

4

644 The Church’s One Foundation

sts. 1–5

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839 –19 00, al t.
Tune: Samue l S. Wesley, 1 810– 76
Text and tune: Pu bli c domain

+Readings+
First Reading

L

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 2:18–26

A reading from Ecclesiastes, chapter 1.
2Vanity

of vanities, says the Preacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . . .

12I

the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I applied my heart to seek and to
search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy business that God has given to
the children of man to be busy with. 14I have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold,
all is vanity and a striving after wind. . . .
18I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man who will come
after me, 19and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all for which I
toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I turned about and gave my heart up
to despair over all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes a person who has toiled
with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not
toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart
with which he toils beneath the sun? 23For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation.
Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity.
24There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his
toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, 25for apart from him who can eat or who can have
5

enjoyment? 26For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to
the sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God.
This also is vanity and a striving after wind.
L
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading

L

Colossians 3:1–11

A reading from Colossians, chapter 3.
1If

then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3For
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then
you also will appear with him in glory.
5Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which is idolatry. 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7In these you too
once walked, when you were living in them. 8But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath,
malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have
put off the old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in
knowledge after the image of its creator. 11Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.
L
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

The Holy Gospel

P
C

Luke 12:13–21

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
13Someone

in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”
he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he said to them,
“Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the
abundance of his possessions.” 16And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced
plentifully, 17and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18And
he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain
and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax,
eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is
not rich toward God.”
14But

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

L
C

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sit
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Sermon

+Canticle+
Stand

Benedictus
936 Sing Praise to the God of Israel

Text: Stephe n P. Starke, 1 955
Tune: Chri stoph E. F. Weyse, 17 74– 1842
Text: © 1992 Ste phen P. Sta rke, admin. Con cordia Pub lish ing Ho use. Use d by perm iss ion: LSB Hymn Lice nse no. 1 100 005 69
Tune: Publi c domai n

Sit

Donations, Tithes and Offerings

Here are three ways to support Grace Lutheran with your tithes, gifts and offerings.
1. Place offering in the plates in the Narthex.
2. Mail your offering to the church directly.
3. Use the new "Offering Button" found at gracelutheransm.org
Your offerings are significant in the ministry of the church and preschool and we appreciate them!

+Prayer+
Kneel/Stand

7

Collects
Collect of the Day

L

C

Let us pray.
O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in heaven, that we
may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of Your grace; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

Collect for Grace

L

C

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the
beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we
fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your
governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

L
C

LSB 241

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Stand

Benedicamus

L
C

LSB 241

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P
C

LSB 242

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve
you.
Amen.

Closing Hymn

(Turn to the next page.)

8

922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing

sts. 1–4

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 191 9–2 008
Tune: Welsh , 18t h cent.
Text: © 1983 Co nco rdia Pub lis hing House. U sed by permis sion: LSB Hymn Li cense no. 110 0005 69
Tune: Publi c domai n

+++
Prayers of Grace

...for those who cannot be with us today.
Liz Lepper, Gene Rzyski, Charlie Larson, Maxx Hanneman, Maxine
Raymond, Nan Lippitt, Joan Edwards
...for those recently diagnosed.
Jennifer, Julee Lacey, Father Zach
...for those preparing for, or recovering from surgeries and procedures.
Dick Williams, Bob Alldredge, Cheryl McDonald, Patty Taylor, Elwyn Bird
...for those suffering with the pain of chronic illness.
Edith Quaid, Ruth Webber, Christy Esparza, Moira Sandrock, Barbara Aris, Henry Span, Theresa Squires,
Dorothy Abel, and Delores Feliz
...for those battling cancer
Diana Williams, Cam Riley, Barbara Diaz, Sandra Rodriguez, Kim Passmore,
Mike Mueller.
...for those grieving a lost friend or family
Millie Smith, Nancy Dewey, Lou Brum
...for those awaiting their final rest
Norma Chapman, Vernon Huelle
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...for those in broken homes and relationships.
Tammie Earl
...for those serving in the military and the government.
Malcom Bauske, all those serving in the military, President Joe, Vice-President Harris, Governor
Newsom and Mayor Alice
...for missionaries, sister congregations, pastors and Church workers.
Herb and Markie Burch, Paul and Gena Nelson
...for all other prayers and answered prayers
Adding and Updating Prayers

Do you have a prayer to add or celebration/answer to prayer you'd like to share? Or, would you like to
update a prayer with current information?
Instructions:
1. Open your phone’s camera app.
2. Point the view finder at the square below.
3. Click the yellow link that appears.
4. Complete the form and hit “Submit.”
Enter the information requested and hit submit!
+++

The Right Hand
Staying on Track: Christian Community (Eph 4:1-16)
The third constituent topic within the third subsection (“Staying on Track”) of this
superb LifeGuide Bible Studies booklet (Christian Disciplines) I am reviewing is
entitled “Christian Community” (see headline above). Probably the most common
definition of “church” is “community,” but that would only be half right. The proper
synonym for the word “church“ is “Christian community,” or “life-in-Christtogether.”
In his profound little book on “Christian community” (Life Together), the brilliant German Lutheran theologian,
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) describes the church as a “life-in-Christ-together” community. An expert on
the life of the church and a key figure in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany, Bonhoeffer defied the
Godlessness of the growing Nazi regime by establishing a secret seminary in a remote area of Germany
during the cataclysmic days of the 1930’s. There he taught that an intentional daily devotional life was crucial
to coping and living with the lunacy of those chaotic days. (Aren’t we in the same circumstances today???)
Acts 4:32-37 might well describe the quintessential Christian community for us to follow, but the Ephesians 4:116 passage (above) gives us “meat” on which to feed. Caring for others is essential but nourishing ourselves
for good and faithful service is crucial. What are the odds that being nourished (spiritually) for two hours on a
busy Sunday will equip you for Christian service on the other six days of the week? It doesn’t work for me, and
I am seminary-trained!
Obviously, I am saying that true Christian community involves more than two hours on a Sunday
morning. Now that Covid restrictions are being lifted, we must resume some of our shared life
together. Additionally, we must equip ourselves with spiritual resources which feed our lives of service. A daily
10

devotional life is crucial. If there is very little “fuel in your tank,” there is very little to draw on for Christian
service. Start with “Portals of Prayer,” and go from there….
“May God keep us from complacency, and may we press on to know Him more deeply and obey Him more
fully.” More next week! In Deo speramus.
Rev. Gary Hanson, Elder
Stewardship Chair
P.S. Let us not forget that “life-together” is the proper understanding of the word “church.” I wish we could
partake of some sort of Bible study. Perhaps one of these superb LifeGuide Bible Study booklets this Fall? I
am willing to lead a Study, if there is any interest….
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