Advent Midweek #1
The congregation assembles in silence.
Stand
LSB 253

Confession

LSB 254

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for self-examination.
L I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers
and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by
my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive
me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.
C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all
your sins. Amen.
C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my
brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by
my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to
have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.
L The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your
sins.
C Amen.
1

Psalm (Read responsively from handout)
1
To you, O LORD,
I lift up my soul.
2

Psalm 25:1–10

O my God, in you I trust;
let me not be put to shame;
let not my enemies exult over me.

3

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame;
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.

4

Make me to know your ways, O LORD;
teach me your paths.

5

Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all the day long.

6

Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.

7

Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of your goodness, O LORD!

8

Good and upright is the LORD;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.

9

He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way.

10

All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

Sit
Hymn

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

2

LSB 344

Text and tune: Public domain

Reading from Holy Scripture
Malachi 3:1–7b
1
“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom
you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you
delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap.
3
He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them
like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in
former years.
5
“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers,
against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired
worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the
sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.
6
“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 7From
the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them.”
Silence for reflection.
Responsory
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Hymn

Prepare the Royal Highway

LSB 343

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000569

Homily

Rev. Jake Parsons

Stand
Prayer

LSB 256

4

Please announce to the congregation: After each petition, the Pastor will say, “Lord, in Your
mercy,” and the congregation shall respond “Hear our prayer.”
L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who
are wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
L Lord, in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
L O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the
evening comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done.
Then, Lord, in Your mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Lord, in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and
dangers of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Lord, in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy
angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
L Lord, in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no
threat. Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those
who watch and work on behalf of others. Grant them diligence in their watching,
faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and competence in emergencies. Help them
to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
L Lord, in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
5

L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and
with Your whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the
end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and
Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and
temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair, the night when death draws near.
Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Stand
Nunc Dimittis

LSB 258
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Benediction

Closing Hymn

LSB 259

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

7

LSB 340

Tune and text: Public domain
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