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Before We Worship 
This week we continue our study of Matthew 18. We often think of forgiveness as just an interper-
sonal exercise in being a ògood Christian.ó The reality is that the lack of forgiveness in our society has 
far reaching political, legislative and economic implications: itõs expensive not to forgive each other. 
Likewise, the entire fabric of this upside down Kingdom in which we live is composed primarily of on
-going exercise of the Keys of the Kingdom. 
 
As your listen and ponder todayõs gospel lesson, worship and service take the time to practice this 
forgiveness exercise: 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, 
 
I come before you today on behalf of myself. I have not loved you with my whole heart because I have 
not loved ______________ with my whole heart. This person hurt/offended me by _____________________, 
and I feel _______________________________ toward them and __________________________about myself be-
cause of what they have/have not done.  
 
Instead of feeling this way about them I should instead forgive them and change my behavior toward 
them. I should treat them as a person of value. In doing so, I will not perpetuate this cycle of spiritual 
and social death. Though this cycle began with their actions of hate, it will end with my actions of love. 
 
Give me the faith to believe that the tiny tool of forgiveness is much greater in its impact on my world 
than I presently believe. 
 
Give me the courage to carry out what I have promised to do regardless of my fears of rejection, retali-
ation and the like. 
 
Remind me through your spirit that though my mind and heart may take time to heal, my actions can 
begin now to communicate the loving-reality in which you desire your children to love. 
 
In all do and donõt do, to you be all glory now and forever. Amen. 
 
Welcome                                                                                                                              Pastor Jake 
 
Opening Hymn                                   O Day of Rest and Gladness                                           LSB 906 
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Text (st. 3) and tune: É 1982 Charles P. Price; (st. 4): É 1985 The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110000569 
Text (sts. 1ï2) and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ Psalmody + 
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Venite                                                                                                                                          LSB 220 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Psalm                                                                                                    Psalm 103:1-12; antiphon: v. 13 
 

1
Bless the L , O my soul, 

 and all that is within me, 
 bless his holy name! 
 
2
Bless the L , O my soul, 

 and forget not all his benefits, 
 
3
who forgives all your iniquity, 

 who heals all your diseases, 
 
4
who redeems your life from the pit, 

 who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
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5
who satisfies you with good 

 so that your youth is renewed like the eagleõs. 
 
6
The L  works righteousness 

 and justice for all who are oppressed. 
 
7
He made known his ways to Moses, 

 his acts to the people of Israel. 
 
8
The L  is merciful and gracious, 

 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
9
He will not always chide, 

 nor will he keep his anger forever. 
 
10
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

 nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
 
11
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

 so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
 
12
as far as the east is from the west, 

 so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

 
Sit 
 

+ Readings + 
 
First Reading                                                                                                              Genesis 50:15-21 
 

 
15
When Josephõs brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, òIt may be that Joseph 

will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.ó 
16
So they sent a message to 

Joseph, saying, òYour father gave this command before he died, 
17
ôSay to Joseph, Please for-

give the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.õ And now, 
please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.ó Joseph wept when 
they spoke to him. 

18
His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, òBehold, we 

are your servants.ó 
19
But Joseph said to them, òDo not fear, for am I in the place of God? 

20
As 

for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many 
people should be kept alive, as they are today. 

21
So do not fear; I will provide for you and your 

little ones.ó Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
 
 A  O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 C  Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading                                                                                                          Romans 14:1-12 
 

 
1
As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 

2
One 

person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 
3
Let not the 

one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment 
on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 

4
Who are you to pass judgment on the serv-

ant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for 
the Lord is able to make him stand. 
 
5
One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. 

Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 
6
The one who observes the day, observes 

it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to 
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God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 
7
For 

none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 
8
If we live, we live to the Lord, and 

if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lordõs. 
9
For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the 
living. 
 
10
Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? 

For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 
11
for it is written, 

òAs I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
 and every tongue shall confess to God.ó 

12
So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

 
 A  O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 C  Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 
Holy Gospel                                                                                                            Matthew 18:21-35 
 P  The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
  

 
21
Peter came up and said to [Jesus], òLord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I 

forgive him? As many as seven times?ó 
22
Jesus said to him, òI do not say to you seven times, 

but seventy times seven. 
 
23
òTherefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle ac-

counts with his servants. 
24
When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him 

ten thousand talents. 
25
And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with 

his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 
26
So the servant fell on his 

knees, imploring him, ôHave patience with me, and I will pay you everything.õ 
27
And out of pity 

for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 
28
But when that 

same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, 
and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ôPay what you owe.õ 

29
So his fellow servant 

fell down and pleaded with him, ôHave patience with me, and I will pay you.õ 
30
He refused and 

went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 
31
When his fellow servants saw what 

had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all 
that had taken place. 

32
Then his master summoned him and said to him, ôYou wicked servant! I 

forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 
33
And should not you have had mercy 

on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?õ 
34
And in anger his master delivered him to the 

jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 
35
So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of 

you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.ó 
 
 P  O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 C  Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsory                                                                                                                                LSB 221 
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Office Hymn                                    Come Down, O Love Divine                                               LSB 501 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Sermon                                                  òRetribution Is Expensiveó                           Pastor Jake Parsons 
Notes 

 
 
 
Stand 
 
Canticle                                  We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God                         LSB 941 
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Text: É 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110000569 
Tune: Public domain 
 

Donations, Tithes and Offerings 
Here are two ways to support Grace Lutheran with your tithes, gifts and offerings. 
 1. Mail your offering to the church directly. 
 2. Use the new "Offering Button" found at gracelutheransm.org 
  
Your offerings are significant in the ministry of the church and preschool and we appreciate 
them! 

 

+ Prayer + 
Kneel/Stand 
 
Kyrie                                                                                                                                           LSB 227 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lordõs Prayer 
C  Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Collects 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Collect of the Day 

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your 
Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
 

Collect for Grace 
P  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to 
the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that 
this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, be-
ing ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Stand 
 
Benedicamus                                                                                                                     LSB 228 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Benediction                                                                                                                               LSB 228 

P  The grace of our Lord T  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C  Amen. 
 
 
Closing Hymn on next page 
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